
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, September 27, 2016 
with Chair Sobel conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Scotto and 
McCracken; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller; Rob Swales, CEO Clearly Ahead; Carol Fox, County 
Treasurer; Erin Rowles, Sue Thompson, Sue McKenrick, Bonnie Knittle, John Crance, Debbie Myers, Jeff 
Petuil, Chrissy Kutch, Wanda McLaughlin, Tonya Weitosh, Dana Dillion, Children Youth & Family 
Services; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily; Jeff Corcino, Progress/Courier; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW Radio; Alex 
Belser, WTAJ TV; Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of September 13, 2016 were approved by motion of Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $595,820.41; Liquid 
Fuels Fund, $3,453.04; Capital Reserve Fund, $7,103.44; Hazardous Materials Fund, $8,259.99; 911 
Fund, $11,248.94; Children Youth Services Fund, $201,361.99; Domestic Relations, $1,927.97.  Motion to 
approve the bills by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes 
  New Hires – Christina Esposito, Temporary Juvenile Probation officer/Probation, effective 9/27/16. 
  Brittany Chmelar, Part/time Telecommunicator/911, effective 10/03/16. 
  Talon Hoover, Part/time Telecommunicator/911, effective 10/03/16. 
  Wayne Smith, Jr., Part/time Telecommunicator/911, effective 10/03/16. 
  Colleen McGranor, Part/time Telecommunicator/911, effective 10/03/16 
  Separations/Retirements 
  Andrew OHarah, Part/Time Telecommunicator/911, effective 9/13/16. 
  Matthew Oldt, Part/Time Telecommunicator/911, effective 9/17/16 
  Javon Howell, Telecommunicator/911, effective 9/18/16 
  Alex Angstadt, Juvenile Probation Officer/Probation, effective 10/14/16 
Motion to approve the personnel changes by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner 
Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The Commissioners congratulated the Children Youth and Family Services teams on their                                 
recent win at the Penn Highlands Hospice Chili Bowl.  The group won 1st place for their chili in the open 
division and won 3rd place for both artistic and humanitarian.  The group held a bake sale and invited all 
of the County offices to donate money to purchase the baked goods and raised in excess of $1,000.  
Although the theme of the Chili Bowl was Let Freedom Ring the Children Youth Group used the theme 
Children’s Bill of Rights to promote adoption and foster care.   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
Rob Swales attended the meeting to discuss the recently announced new manufacturing facility that will 
be locating in Clearfield.  Mr. Swales said that Continental Carbonic Products Inc. will be constructing a 
45000 sqft building to manufacture liquid and dry ice.  The project has been in the making for 3 years 
and is a partnering with PA Grain Products.  Mr. Swales said these products are used in the food, 
beverage, medical field and also metal fabrication.  This facility will also be a plus in attracting industry 
to the Alliance Park that had previously been approved as a certified food site.  The manufacturer will 
employee 60 full time family sustaining jobs.  Construction is expected to begin this winter and 
operational by summer of 2017.  The Commissioners are happy to see this manufacturer come to 
Clearfield County, specifically Clearfield and the fact that there will be 60 family sustaining jobs for the 
area.               
  
Chief Clerk McFadden asked that the Commissioners approve a copier lease with Ricoh for the Victim 
Witness office.  Motion to approve the agreement by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by 
Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Liquid Fuel allocations were approved for Chester Hill Borough, $3,000 and Grampian Borough, $3,000 
by motion of Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Purchase of Service Agreements were approved for the following: The Bair Foundation and Pathways 
Adolescent Center by motion of Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners provided the media with a press release concerning the Clearfield County 
Recreation and Tourism Authority (CCRTA) issues (see attached).  Commissioner McCracken began the 
discussion speaking about how the CCRTA came about and that there seems to be confusion by certain 
CCRTA board members that the CCRTA is a 501c6 organization but the articles of incorporation show 
that the CCRTA is a municipal authority and has been since its inception in 1984.  The articles also show 
that the Commissioners have full appointing authority for the board.  Any by-laws designed by the 
CCRTA Board to operate should in no way interfere with the prerogatives of the Commissioners to 
appoint and oversee that board.  Also questions concerning the legalities of the appointments of Mark 
Burnett and Commissioner Sobel have been defined by a response from Michael J. Witherel, Esq of 
Witherel & Associates of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who has served as the Solicitor of the Pennsylvania 
Municipal Authorities Association since 1999 he has confirmed the legal opinion Solicitor Kesner gave 
the Commissioners as follows: 

1. The CCRTA may adopt By-Laws as authorized by the Act which are effective unless or  
                   until they conflict with the Municipal Authorities Act. 

2. By-Laws adopted by the CCRTA cannot limit the appointment prerogatives of the  
                   Commissioners given to them by the Municipal Authorities Act. 
              3. There is nothing in the Act that prohibits the appointment of the Commissioners to the  
                   CCRTA Board. 
 
 
         (continued) 
 



Therefore, the CCRTA is legally bound to operate under the PA Municipal Authorities Code and under 
the original Articles of Incorporation and any Articles of Amendment that have been filed with the PA 
Department of State by the County Commissioners.    Any bylaws enacted by the CCRTA board have no 
legal authority over actions taken by the Commissioners in regards to the CCRTA. (This information can 
be found in the press release).   Commissioner McCracken said one of the most important steps the 
Commissioners will take now is to bring the positions necessary to service the CCRTA back as County as 
they were in 2005 and to concentrate on marketing Clearfield County not spending the meetings dealing 
with staff management.  It has become very obvious that a group of volunteers giving a few hours a 
month not capable of dealing with difficult staff management situations.   Commissioner Scotto spoke 
about changes with ACT 18 where counties can increase the hotel tax collection from taxing at 3% to 5% 
and also the administrative fees can be increased from 2% to 4% and emphasize that the funds are to be 
used for marketing, advertising & promoting your County.    Also prior to the changes of Act 18 If you 
wanted to decertify your current Tourist Promotion Agency you needed to have 55% of your 
municipalities representation it is now 65%.  Commissioner Tony Scotto said he contacted a 
representative with the Pennsylvania Lodging & Boarding Association and was advised that Act 18 didn’t 
require the CCRTA to change its structure to a 501(c)6 but found this isn’t the case and it can remain a 
municipal authority as it is and has been.  Commissioner Scotto said in an ideal world this might be true, 
but with the recent issues with CCRTA the commissioners need to have the authority to appoint and 
control the agency in case they become too big and overspend and have the option to rein it in.  Chair 
Sobel said another issue of concern for the Commissioners is that the CCRTA has gotten too large and 
more than 50% of the half a million dollars collected from hotel tax is being used on administrative 
costs.  Chair Sobel said when the CCRTA was originally formed he believes it was the Commissioners 
intent that the hotel tax money would be used for marketing and promoting Clearfield County.  Also the 
board was being forced to deal with internal issues and not concentrating on marketing and promoting 
Clearfield County.   Commissioner Sobel said these issues have been addressed over the past couple 
years not just the past couple months.  Commissioner Sobel also said that the number of Commissioners 
on the board will be return to one over the next few months and look for individuals that have skills in 
marketing and tourism.  Commissioner McCracken wanted to clarify for the CCRTA board to have a 
quorum, the last filing with PA Department of State shows the CCRTA is made up of a 12- member 
board, which requires 7 members be present for quorum.    Commissioner McCracken stressed that with 
a 12-member board there have to be seven members of the board present to have a quorum and any 
action taken at meetings where there were less than 7 board members present are null and void.    
Specifically, the August 17, 2016 meeting did not have a quorum, as only 4 members were present, and 
any action taken at that meeting would be void.    At the meeting of September 14, 2016 there were 
only five members present so all actions from that meeting were void until they were ratified and 
affirmed at the meeting of September 20, 2016 when 9 members of the CCRTA were present when the 
meeting was called to order and 7 remained throughout the meeting until official adjournment.      Chair 
Sobel then announced that Randy Schmidt and Hildred Rowles both made their intentions to resign 
from the CCRTA board during the September 20th, 2016 CCRTA meeting, Schmidt submitting in writing 
and Rowles verbally before departing mid-meeting.   Chair Sobel then asked for a motion to accept the  
resignations of Randy Schmidt and Hildred Rowles from the CCRTA Board by Commissioner by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously.  
                                        
  
 SOLICITORS REPORT:  None            
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried 
unanimously.   


