
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, June 28, 2016 with 
Chair Sobel conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Scotto and 
McCracken;  Kim Kesner, Solicitor; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller; Dawn Graham, Director of 
Elections; Chrissy Davis, Juvenile Probation Supervisor; Carol Fox, Treasurer; Charlie Lombardo, citizen; 
Wendy Lynn, gantdaily.com; Diane Byers, Progress/Courier; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW Radio; Alex Belser, 
WTAJ TV;  Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of June 14, 2016 were approved by motion of Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $790,771.48; Liquid 
Fuels Fund, $18,631.47; Capital Reserve Fund, $47,069.89; Hazardous Materials Fund, $1,962.37; 911 
Fund, $16,362.68; Children Youth Services, $4260,394.34; Domestic Relations, $4,620.56.  Motion to 
approve the bills by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes  
  New Hires – Eric Fletcher, Maintenance Worker/Jail, effective June 17, 2016. 
  Nicole Stahlman, Department Clerk II/Prothonotary, effective June 20, 2016. 
  Separations/Retirements – Sharon Burfield, Custodian, effective June 3, 2016. 
Motion to approve the personnel changes by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner 
Sobel; motion carried unanimously.  Thanked Sharon Burfield for her 28 years of service to the County.   
 
Public Comment – Charlie Lombardo questioned the Commissioners about the recent Sheriff’s posse 
training.  Mr. Lombardo asked the posse is continuing without liability insurance and if someone would 
get hurt they would come back on the County.  Commissioner McCracken spoke that the Commissioners 
advised the Sheriff on January 27, 2016 that the County had been advised by the PA Counties Risk pool 
would not provide liability insurance for any activates of the posse and he would need to purchase 
liability insurance.  To this date the Commissioners are not aware of any insurance purchased by the 
Sheriff.  Mr. McCracken also asked the press not to refer to the posse as the Clearfield County Volunteer 
Posse as it is not a County Government entity and was put together by the Sheriff.  On May 6, 2016 a 
memo was sent to the Sheriff in regards to overtime that was submitted by 3 of his special deputies for 
the evening of the Sheriff’s posse meeting that was held at the Hyde Wesleyan Church.  The Sheriff 
responded that the overtime was for Sheriff’s office business.  Commissioner McCracken said he would 
be reviewing time sheets for the Sheriff’s office staff for the date of the posse training.  Solicitor Kesner 
responded to Mr. Lombardo concerning his question concerning the liability insurance.  Mr. Kesner 
explained that the Commissioners are not the managers or supervisors of other elected officials.  
However other elected officials may create a risk a liability to the County.  The Commissioners may have 
a difference of opinion on the matter but the other elected officials might disagree or proceed 
notwithstanding.  Normally you have cooperation and consultation because no elected official should 
want the County to be exposed to liability.  The commissioners have explored and been advised there is 
no coverage for liability or workman’s compensation for the posse. The Sheriff has not discussed or 
consulted with the Commissioners or the Solicitor any risk or how to alleviate the risk.  Mr. Kesner is of 
the opinion that the Sheriff is he believes the Commissioners are opposed to his efforts which is not fair 
or necessarily true and has chosen not to consult with them and this puts the commissioners in a very 
unfair position as they must protect the county in the event that a liability would occur.  If the Sheriff 
will not consult or limit liability the only way to disagree with him or stop him is through the court or the 
voters would have to decide if the elected official has acted in a way that is deemed unreasonable then 



it is up to the voters to remove that elected official.  Lastly, the Commissioners have no power to stop 
the Sheriff from continuing the with the posse.  Mr. Lombardo also asked who held the training and also 
if the posse helped with the recent flooding in Clearfield.  The Commissioners advised Mr. Lombardo he 
should address them with the Sheriff.                                      
 
Old Business – None     
   
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Chair Sobel presented an agreement with the Clearfield School District for School Based 
Probation/Safety Officer for the 2016-2017 school year.  Ms. Davis explained that the during the period 
of time that Mr. Aveni was performing the duties as school based probation/safety officer the program 
was very successful and the school was very cooperative.  Mr. Aveni has many students at the Clearfield 
High School that are on probation under his supervision.  Commissioner Scotto questioned whether the 
County would lose grant money since the job of school based probation officer now includes safety 
officer.  Ms. Davis responded that the grant structure has changed and is no longer based on the school 
based probation position and the County would not lose funding or have to pay for the safety officer 
position.  Commissioner Scotto clarified that he is totally in favor of the program to keep the kids safe 
but does not want the County to realize any financial downfall.  Motion to execute the agreement by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously.                    
 
Dawn Graham attended the meeting to announce the proposed change to the Morris Township – 2nd 
polling location.  Ms. Graham explained that both Morris Township 1st and 2nd polling locations were 
located at the Morris Township building and there have been complaints that there was not enough 
room and adequate parking.  Ted Long contacted the election office and offered space at his business 
Long Motor Bus Company.  Ms. Graham said the space is heated, ample electrical outlets; both the room 
and the parking lot are handicapped accessible and tables and chairs will be provided.  Ms. Graham 
advertised the change in the legal ads in both the Progress and Courier and there was a news story as 
well.  Anyone who has an objection is required to do so by July 11, 2016 and then the matter will be 
voted on at the Commissioners meeting of July 12, 2016.   
 
Chair Sobel also noted that the Board visited the DuBois Senior Center in DuBois yesterday as a possible 
polling location change for DuBois -2nd.  The Board had previously relocated the polling location from the 
Volunteer Hose House to the Christ Lutheran Church on 875 Sun Flower Drive.  DuBois City Council 
officials were not in favor of the move and asked the Board to revisit the matter.  Chair Sobel said they 
will be discussing the matter at a future date.   
    
Solicitor Kesner addressed a requested by the Decatur Township Supervisors for consideration of  
exonerating County Taxes for a property that  the township had previously purchased located in Decatur 
Township.  Mr. Kesner explained the Board of Commissioners have no power to exonerate taxes or 
release a tax payer from paying taxes that are due and collectable. Decatur Township had an unpaid 
sewer bill and they proceeded to enforce their lien through real estate.  Their possible reasoning for this 
was to collect money and remediate blight of this same property.  The property was up for Sheriff sale 
but was not purchased as like any property sold at a Sheriff Sale you assume all liens and mortgages.  
Decatur Township then filed a petition for judicial sale which is free and clear of all liens and they bid 
and purchased the property.  The taxes for 2015 still remained unpaid and Decatur Township are liable 
for the amount of $63.42.   Solicitor Kesner said the matter has since been resolved.            
 



Chair Sobel asked for a motion to consider approval of the Provider and Consulting Agreements 
between the County and Avanco.  Avanco is the company that administers the Child Accountability 
Profile System for Children and Youth.   Motion to approve the agreements by Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chief Clerk McFadden asked the Board to approve a lease agreement with Ricoh for a copier to be used 
by the offices of Planning & Controller.   The lease is for 36 months at a cost of $144.95/month. Motion 
to approve the lease agreement by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; 
motion carried unanimously.     
 
Liquid Fuel allocations were approved for the following: Brady Township, $5,643.14; Jordan Township, 
$3,764.82; Westover Borough, $3,000.00.  Approval by motion of Commissioner McCracken, seconded 
by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion concerning the Hotel Tax Law Changes/Review of CCRTA designation as the Tourism 
Promotion Agency. In April the Governor increased the amount of hotel tax from 3 percent to up to 5 
percent that counties can collect.  Clearfield County currently levies a 3% hotel tax.  Commissioner 
McCracken said that Clearfield County adopted an ordinance in 2003 to collect the hotel tax and feels 
the Commissioners need to refresh the current ordinance.  Things the Commissioners will consider for 
discussion when looking at the ordnance would be to increase the tax, increasing the administration fee 
to the Treasurers’ office and possibly changing the tourist promotion agency designation, decreasing the 
the CCRTA Board and changing their role to an advisory board.  Commissioner Scotto said that since 
2004, there has been 5.3 million dollars of hotel taxes collected.  Commissioner Scotto spoke that the 
focus needs to be promoting Clearfield County and generating economic development and supports the 
idea of the CCRTA Board becoming more of an advisory board instead of dealing with the managerial 
issues. Chair Sobel agreed with both Commissioners McCracken and Scotto thoughts and but spoke 
about entities such as CCRTA, Solid Waste Authority and Economic Development Authority were created 
to allow the County to delegate responsibilities, but in turn this also limits how much control the County 
has over them, the Commissioners then do not have a lot of control over the this.  Carol Fox, Treasurer 
commented that she agreed with the Commissioners and that the ordinance definitely needs updated 
and would like the commission increased to collect the tax as the collection of the tax has become an 
issue at times.  Commissioner McCracken asked that Commissioner Sobel and Solicitor Kesner meet with 
and discuss with the authority and their solicitor.                   
    
SOLICITORS REPORT – None 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously.   
 


