
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on January 12, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
with Chair Sobel conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Scotto and 
McCracken; Kim Kesner, Solicitor; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller; Kaitlin Ireland, Children’s Aide 
Society; Fred Weaver, Charlie Lombardo, Ed Watson, citizens; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Julie 
Benamati, Courier/Progress; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW; Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of January 4, 2016 were approved by motion of Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $45,758.97; 
Hazardous Materials Fund, $1,337.48; 911 Fund, $7,114.64; Children Youth Services Fund, 423,357.36; 
Domestic Relations Fund, 41,308.90.  Approval of the bills by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by 
Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes 
  New Hires – Kathy Miller, Deputy Controller, effective January 4, 2015.   
Approval of the personnel changes by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment  
 
Fred Weaver attended the meeting to discuss the recent announcement of the County Sheriff to form a 
Countywide Posse.  Mr. Weaver read from a prepared statement which is attached to the minutes.     
 
Charlie Lombardo also attended the meeting to voice his opinion concerning the Sheriff’s plan to 
organize a posse.  Mr. Lombardo asked Solicitor Kesner a question regarding liability to the County if 
someone would shoot, kill or maim someone. Mr. Kesner responded that it was the public comment 
portion of the meeting and he does not have authority to respond to a public question.  Mr. Lombardo 
thinks that Clearfield County will be sued if someone gets hurt. Wouldn’t these posse members have to 
be placed on some type of insurance and also have training and wanted to know who would cover these 
expenses. Commissioner Tony Scotto responded that there were no funds placed in the current budget 
for any expenses and he was not asked for input concerning the posse from the Sheriff.  Mr. Lombardo 
then posed the question concerning the liability issue with the posse to Commissioner Sobel and he 
replied the County has not received a definitive answer from the County insurance carrier with respect 
to the liability insurance.  Mr. Lombardo said that he attends numerous monthly meetings, and people 
think the idea of the posse is just asinine and crazy.   Commissioner McCracken responded that the 
Commissioners have given the posse information to the County’s insurance carrier and are waiting for 
an answer in writing regarding what will be covered. Both Commissioner Sobel and McCracken 
encouraged citizens to take their concerns and opinions directly to the Sheriff.  Solicitor Kesner said as 
County Solicitor he is in charge of all legal matters but was not aware of the Sheriff organizing a posse 
until reading the press release while on vacation.  Mr. Kesner will try to set up a meeting with the Sheriff 
but was not sure how his opinion would be accepted.  
 
Kaitlin Ireland attended the meeting to request the Board Proclaim January as Big Brothers Big Sisters 
month.  Ms. Ireland explained that they are a non-profit organization that mentors local youth.   
Children who participate in the program are less likely to use drugs or quit school.  In 2015 there were 
61 children matched with a big brother or big sister.  Motion to adopt the proclamation by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously. 



     
Joe Bigar asked the Board to consider approval of Hazardous Materials Response Fund Grant 
Agreement.  Mr. Bigar said they are applying for $10,384 of grant funds.  Motion to approve the grant 
agreement by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried 
unanimously.    
 
Chair Sobel asked for a motion to approve the agreement with Don Gibboney to serve as the Title IV-D 
attorney.  Motion to approve the agreement by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner 
Scotto; motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chair Sobel asked for a motion to approve the agreement with AVANCO for a software upgrade to the 
Child Accounting and Profile System used by CYS at a cost of $989.09.  Approval by motion of 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried unanimously.     
 
The following appointments were made to various boards and authorities.    
Clearfield County Recreation & Tourism 
 Jeff Baronick, DuBois 
 Izen Lingenfelter, DuBois 
 Ken Starr, Clearfield 
Motion by Commissioner Scotto to approve the appointments; seconded by Commissioner McCracken; 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Clearfield Jefferson Regional Airport Authority 
 Joseph Varacallo 
Motion to reappoint Mr. Varacallo by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; 
motion carried unanimously.  
  
Community Connections 
 Paul Bojalad 
 Kristen Vida 
 Autumn Burke 
Motion to approve the appointments by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Clearfield County Housing Authority 
 Philip Robbins 
Motion to approve the appointment by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; 
motion carried unanimously.  
  
Clearfield County Solid Waste Authority 
 Bonnie Reinke 
 Edwena Eggers 
Motion to reappoint Ms. Reinke and appoint Ms. Eggers by Commissioner Scotto, seconded by 
Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 



Announced an opening on the Curwensville Lake Authority due to the upcoming resignation of Susan 
Reed.  Ms. Reed notified the Commissioners that she would be resigning due to family health issues.  
The Commissioners noted that Ms. Reed was one of the first members of the Lake Authority and 
thanked her for her service.      
  
Chief Clerk McFadden announced that after consideration the County has decided not to pursue the 
Burnside Borough ADA project.  The Commissioners placed the project out for bid twice and both times 
the bids came in higher than budgeted funds.  The Commissioners will be looking for an alternative 
location for the Burnside Borough polling location.           
 
Solicitors Report – none 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Scotto; motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk 
 


