
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, August 09, 2016 with 
Chair Sobel conducted the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioner McCracken, Kim 
Kesner; Solicitor; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller; Marianne Sankey, Human Resources; Holly 
Komonczi, Director of Visit Clearfield County; Sue Vitullo, Visit Clearfield County Travel Development 
Specialist; Jodi Brennan, Director of Planning & Solid Waste; Dr. James Lebda, citizen; Julie Benamati,  
Progress/Courier; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW Radio; Lisa McFadden, Chief 
Clerk.                                 
    
Minutes of the previous meeting of July 26, 2016 were approved by motion of Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried. 
   
Acting Controller Tom Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $312,763.44; 
Liquid Fuels Fund, $7,287.39; Hazardous Materials Fund, $31.63; 911 Fund, $110,202.23; Children Youth 
Services Fund, $389,905.25.  Approval of the bills by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by 
Commissioner Sobel; motion carried. 
 
Personnel Changes 
  New Hires – Tyler Knepp, Part/time Corrections Officer/Jail, effective 08/08/16. 
                         Madison Sopic, Law Clerk/Courts, effective 08/15/16 
  Transfers –   William Yankasky, Part/time Corrections Officer/Jail to Full/time Corrections officer/Jail,  
                         effective 8/7/16 
                         Tim Ryen, Adult Probation Officer to IPP Officer/Juvenile Division, effective 8/15/16 
                         Andy Eddinger, Juvenile Probation to IPP Officer/Juvenile Division, effective 8/15/16 
  Separations/Retirements 
                         Laurie Reed, Collections Supervisor/Probation effective 7/26/16 
            Eric Fletcher, Maintenance Worker/Jail, effective 8/2/16 
                         Nancy Rowles, Administrative Assistant/EMa, effective 8/12/16 
  FMLA Requests 
                         Employee LA26706, 12 weeks intermittent FMLA, effective 7/1/16 
                         Employee DE24007, 12 weeks FMLA, effective 7/27/16. 
Approval of the personnel changes by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; 
motion carried unanimously.    
   
Public Comment:   
 
Dr. James Lebda asked why the Courthouse Security Staff were just approved to be armed by the 
Commissioners.  Mr. Lebda commented that Clearfield County was 1-4 counties that were not armed up 
until that point.  Commissioner Sobel there was ongoing discussion with the security staff concerning 
being armed, as some did not want to be armed.  Also there were some elements of the Community 
that didn’t feel the security staff needed to be armed.  Commissioner McCracken said that all of the 
security staff needed to be certified or recertified prior to making this decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Lebda asked for a brief update on the trade mission to communist China.  Commissioner Sobel 
responded that during the trip they met with the Chinse Oil and Petro Chemical Institute and they will 
be sending a group of delegates to Clearfield County next month.  Commissioner Sobel will be 
participating in a meeting tomorrow and hopes he can provide additional information after that 
meeting.  The ultimate goal of the trip is to spur some investment with Clearfield County on behalf of 
the Chinese government.  Mr. Lebda asked why Commissioner McCracken did not go on the trip.  
Commissioner McCracken responded that it was decided that one Commissioner should stay behind and 
he was comfortable that John & Tony would go and he would stay behind, as the trip was over a week 
long so someone needed to stay behind.  Commissioners Sobel and Scotto had actually received the 
invitation for the trip at a meeting last November held at Moena.   Mr. Lebda asked what the source of 
the grant was that paid for the trip. Mr. Sobel was not sure what the grant source was but he should 
contact Rob Swales at Clearly Ahead.  Commissioners Sobel and Scotto paid for the trip out of their own 
pocket and felt that they should not spend government dollars that could be more usefully spent.  Mr. 
Lebda also asked if there were representatives of the communist party involved in the meetings that 
they attended.  Commissioner Sobel responded that frequently there was but was not sure how many. 
Mr. Lebda asked if Commissioner Sobel has given due consideration to the that the fact that China 
among the industrialized nations has a terrible record of human rights abuse and that has he considered 
that when bringing those people into this County in a business format.  Commissioner Sobel said the 
primary concern is to help Clearfield County’s economy, but yes that is in the back of his mind.  Chair 
Sobel responded that there have not just been Chinese delegates visiting the County but there have 
been other delegates in the County from Australia, Europe and Asia that have visited the County.          
 
Mr. Lebda asked if Solicitor Kim Kesner files annual statement of financial interest/ethics as solicitor for 
the County and all of the municipalities.  Mr. Kesner responded that they are filed with the County and 
also all of the municipalities.  Chief Clerk responded that they are filed in the election office.         
        
Old Business - None   
   
New Business:  
  
Jodi Brennan asked the Board to approve PHARE Funds (Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and 
Rehabilitation Enhancement) to Cen-Clear Child Services.  After soliciting PHARE funds, only one 
proposal was received from by Cen-Clear Child Services, whose proposal addresses a high priority 
housing need, described below, within Clearfield County.  Cen Clear Child Services plans to utilize the 
PHARE funds to operate a rental assistance program in 2017 along with its successful Specialized 
Housing Counselor program to address these challenges. Ms. Brennan said based on the above 
described needs and available PHARE funding we propose the submittal of a funding proposal in the 
amount of $60,000 that would fund a program specifically designed for rental assistance and case 
management as summarized below. Motion to grant the PHARE Funds to Cen-Clear for administration of 
those funds in 2017 by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried 
unanimously. 
  
Liquid Fuels Funds were approved for the following: Burnside Borough, $3,000; Karthaus Township, 
$3,332.94.  Approval by motion of Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion 
carried unanimously.  
 



Purchase of Service Agreement was approved for Cen-Clear Child Services for the Independent Living 
Program.  Approval by motion of Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion 
carried unanimously. 
  
Announced that the Board has received several letters of interest for the opening on the CCRTA Board.  
Commissioner Sobel said that since the Board has received so many qualified letters of interest they will 
conduct interviews for the opening.  Ms. Komonoczi asked if she would be involved in the interview 
process since they have to work with the Board.  Chair Sobel responded that he was not sure if she 
would be included but the Commissioners would discuss it.            
 
Chief Clerk McFadden announced that there are still openings on the Curwensville Lake Authority, Solid 
Waste Authority and the Planning Commission.  Commissioner McCracken made a motion to accept the 
resignation of Kathy Forcey on the Solid Waste Authority, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion 
carried.    
 
Solicitors report - None 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried. 


