
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, October 10, 2017 with Chair 
Scotto conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Sobel and McCracken; Tom 
Adamson, Acting Controller; Joe Bigar, Director of EMA/911; Jodi Brennan, County Planning Director; Nancy 
Rommel, Coalition Against Hunger; Marsha Learish, Community Action - Crossroads Project; Yvonne Lehman, 
Radio WOKW; Jeff Corcino, Progress/Courier; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of September 26, 2017 were approved by motion of Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $1,007,974.93; Liquid 
Fuels Fund, $6,047.69; Hazardous Materials Fund, $81.20; 911 Fund, $659.76; Children Youth Services Budget, 
$64,728.80; Domestic Relations Fund, $3,510.83.  Approval of the bills by Commissioner McCracken, seconded 
by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes  
  New Hires – Jacquelyn Kester, part-time Correctional Officer at the Jail, effective 10/2/17. 
  Valerie Fye – Custodian/Commissioners, effective 10/9/17. 
  Transfers – Morgen Turner, part-time Correctional Officer at the Jail to full-time, effective 10/3/17. 
  Separations/Retirements 
  Jacob Kavelak, part-time Corrections Officer at the Jail, effective 9/30/17. 
Approval of the personnel changes by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Marsha Learish attended the meeting and asked that the Board Proclaim October as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month.  Ms. Learish provided the following statistics for their past fiscal year July 1, 2016-June 31, 
2017.  In Clearfield County for that period of time Crossroads provided service for 788 new clients, 2809 
counseling hours, 510 shelter nights and 22 new adults and children sheltered.  Ms. Learish explained their 
group has started a new program “Coaching Boys Into Men”.  It is a violence prevention program geared 
towards young males about the importance of respect for themselves, others and particularly women and girls.  
Motion to adopt the proclamation by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion 
carried unanimously.            
 
Nanci Rommel asked the Board to consider Resolution 2017-#8 in Support of the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).  Ms. Rommel explained that there are currently 13,004 county residents receiving 
SNAP benefits, of those 4,109 are children, 2096 are seniors and 2194 are disabled adults.  Ms. Rommel 
explained that there are proposed budget cuts to the SNAP program.  These cuts would not only affect the 
SNAP program but also local food banks and the TEFAP program all programs that help assist families with 
putting food on their table during difficult times.  Motion to adopt Resolution 2017-#8 by Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jodi Brennan asked the Board to consider approval of the County's 2017 PHARE application for Leonard 
Gardens Elderly Housing Project.  Ms. Brennan explained that Northern Cambria Community Development 
Corporation will be submitting for the 5th time to the PA Housing Finance Agency for tax credits to develop 
Leonard Street Gardens located within the Leonard Street Professional Office Park.  Leonard Street Gardens 
will include 30 newly constructed affordable units, all of which will target seniors age 62 and older. The 
development will consist of 24 one-bedroom and 6 two-bedroom with four fully accessible units and one 
equipped for the hearing-visually impaired. Two of the accessible units will have rents affordable to households 
at or below 20% Area Median Income (AMI), fourteen units will be affordable to households at or below 50% 
AMI and fourteen units will be affordable to households at or below 60% AMI. Additional common area 
amenities include a 705 net sq. ft. Community Room with a kitchen, management/supportive services offices, 
a fitness center, activity/craft room and tenant storage cages for every unit.  The County will support this 
project by committing County Act 137 (Affordable Housing Trust Funds) and will submit a PHARE application 
together with NCCDC’s tax credit application, to secure an award in the amount of $100,000 in 2017 PHARE 
funds to support this project.  Motion to approve the application by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by 
Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Joe Bigar asked the Board to consider a Purchase and Sales Agreement between the County and Metro 
Technology for the ALERT Data Sharing Initiative.  Mr. Bigar explained that a grant was applied for and received 
for the equipment and software that will allow local police departments to share information throughout the 
County.  Motion to approve the purchase and sales agreement by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by 
Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chair Scotto asked for a motion to appointment Kenneth Rougeux to the Curwensville Lake Authority.  Approval 
of the appointment by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Chief Clerk McFadden asked the Board to consider a copier lease with Advance Office Systems for a copier to 
be used in the Probation Department. Ms. McFadden explained that although Advance Office Systems provided 
a letter that they would be responsible for the return of the equipment after the terms of the lease the actual 
contract still has language that the County would be responsible for the return.  Solicitor Kesner advised that 
Advance Office Systems must strike out that language in their agreement.  Commissioner McCracken made a 
motion to table the lease agreement until corrected agreement is received, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner McCracken noted that he and Joe Bigar attended the GIDA (Glendale Irvona Development 
Authority) and discussed the proposed cell phone service with T-Mobile.   
 
Solicitors Report – None 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously. 

 


