
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, July 25, 2017 with Chair 
Scotto conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance:  Commissioners Sobel and McCracken;  
Kathy Miller, Deputy Controller; Jodi Brennan, County Planner/Solid Waste Director; Dan Vilello, DEP-
Williamsport; David Lynn, Knox Township; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW Radio; 
Tyler Kolesar, Courier/Progress; Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of July 11, 2017 were approved by motion of Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes –  
   New Hires – Carly Loomis Gustafson, Law Clerk/Courts, effective 8/14/17. 
   Separations/Retirements - Madison Sopic, Law Clerk/Courts, effective 8/14/17. 
Approval of the personnel changes by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Deputy Controller Miller presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $1,379,788,85; Liquid 
Fuels Fund, $8,275.71; Capital Reserve Fund, $7,351.43; 911 Fund, $243,767.57; Children Youth Services 
Fund, $341,375.60; Domestic Relations Fund, $3,319.33.  Approval of the bills by Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
Jodi Brennan presented to the Board for consideration the award of the At Risk Bridge Funds.  A total of 
seven applications were received and ranked.  The following projects met the criteria for approval of fund 
of the available $202,980:  
              Goshen Twp./ TR 930 Shugerts Road over Little Trout Run  $50,745.00 
 Huston Twp./ TR 518 Winterburne Road over Bennett Branch  $50,745.00  

Sandy Twp./TR 426 Juniata Street Ext. over Clear Run   $50,745.00  
 Pike Twp. & Knox Twp./TR 215 Olanta Road over Little Clearfield                $50,745.00 
Motion to approve the allocations for Goshen Township, Huston Township and Sandy Township by 
Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously.  Motion to 
approve the allocation to Pike and Knox Township was approved by motion of Commissioner McCracken, 
seconded by Chair Sobel; Commissioner Sobel abstained; motion carried. 
 
Ms. Brennan also announced that the next Electronics Recycling & Household Hazardous Waste Special 
Collection day would be August 26, 2017.  Anyone that wishes to participate needs to register with the 
vendor either by phone or online.  The program is a great service for County residents at a very low cost 
and will hopefully deter individuals from illegal dumping. 
 
Chief Clerk McFadden asked the Board to rescind the previously approved Sub-Recipient Agreement 
between the County and CPCA to administer MATP and approve corrected agreement.  Chief Clerk 
McFadden explained the PA Department of Human Services had requested that a cost per trip fee be 
included in the agreement, which was not in the previous agreement.  The agreement presented for 
approval now includes the trip fee set at $17.93/trip.  Approval to rescind the previous agreement and 
approve the agreement with the change by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; 
motion carried unanimously.                    
 



Purchase of Service Agreement was approved for Families United Network by Commissioner McCracken, 
seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Liquid Fuel allocation were approved for Knox Township, $3,453.04 by motion of Commissioner 
McCracken, seconded by Chair Scotto, Commissioner Sobel abstained due to conflict; motion carried.  
Approval of Liquid Fuel for New Washington Borough in the amount of $3,000.00 was approved by motion 
of Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
  
Chair Scotto announced vacancies remain on the following: Solid Waste Authority (1); Planning 
Commission (2); Community Action (1) and Curwensville Lake (2).  If anyone is interested, they should 
contact the Commissioners in writing. 
 
Solicitors Report – None 
 
Chair Scotto reported that their trip to Washington DC went very well and all three Commissioners felt it 
was very successful.  The Commissioners met many federal officials and came away with many contacts.  
The Commissioners were impressed that the individuals that were involved in the meetings wanted to 
speak to the people like Commissioners who are hands on with the local communities.  Commissioner 
Sobel brought to the attention of a representative of the Department of Energy about the fact that 
Clearfield County is home to rare earth metals, which are vital for today’s electronics.  He said one of the 
biggest purchasers is the U.S. Defense Department.  Commissioner McCracken followed that there were 
approximately 140 fellow Commissioners who attended the conference and it is hopeful that a phone 
conference can be held once a month with the Commissioners and the individuals they meet with in 
Washington.   
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried 
unanimously.      
 
 
Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk               
According to Scotto, Clearfield County officials are “highly interested” in the rare earth metals. He said 
they believe there might be possible deposits in the county. 
 
He said they will be working with U.S. Rep. Glenn Thompson, Pennsylvania officials and the federal 
Department of Energy in an exploration effort. 
 
Scotto said the Energy Department has national laboratories that conduct testing on soil to determine 
concentration and how to get it out on the market. 
 
Commissioner John A. Sobel added that the county has extended an invitation to a research laboratory, 
which is controlled by the Energy Department in Philadelphia, to come and search for rare earth metals. 
 
He said these deposits are usually found in conjunction with coal activity, and so he’s hoping the county 
can also become a future source of rare earth metals. 
 
“These are vital for modern electronics, and one of the biggest purchasers is the U.S. Defense 
Department,” he said. “Unfortunately, America has been behind in their development.” 


