
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, January 24, 2017 
with Chair Scotto conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Sobel and 
McCracken; Kim Kesner, Solicitor; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller; Jodie Brennan, County Planner; Amy 
Hallman, Conservation Specialist; Jay Hamilton, Director of Children Youth and Family Services; Diane 
Byers, Progress/Courier; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Yvonne Lehman, WOKW Radio; Lisa McFadden, 
Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of January 10, 2017 were approved by motion of Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $996,116.75; 
Hazardous Materials Fund, $33.68; 911 Fund, $70,316.09; Children Youth Services Fund, $439,249.51; 
Domestic Relations Fund, $28,410.58.  Approval of the bills by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by 
Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Issues - None 
 
Public Comment - None         
 
Old Business: - None         
   
New Business   
 
Amy Hallman attended the meeting to discuss the upcoming Clearfield County Conservation District 
Annual Tree Sale.  This year order are due by March 3, 2017 with delivery being made on April  28 & 29.  
Several varieties of bare root seedlings, fruit tree packages, blue berry bushes and small fruit bushes are 
available to purchase.     The Conservation District will also be sponsoring a tree pruning work shop on 
February 25.   
 
Jodi Brennan presented the proposed 2017 Affordable Housing Trust Award recipients and projects and 
presented the following information:  
Clover Development Corporation/ Northern Cambria Community Development Corp. - (Construction of 
30 New Elderly Housing Units)- Leonard Street Gardens is a proposed elderly (62+) affordable housing 
development that will provide 30 safe, affordable and attractive housing units. This project addresses a 
priority need identified in the County’s Housing Study and leverages over 7 million dollars in additional 
funds.  This is the 4th year of a 5-year commitment.  Ms. Brennan explained that Clover Development is 
in the process of securing other funding sources through a new developer and going to try another 
approach for funding.  The County has put aside $60,000 over the four-year period.  In the event they 
cannot secure funding for the project the funds will be reallocated.                  $15,000.00/year for 5 years                         
                                                                                                                                       
Mature Resources Foundation (Area Agency on Aging) - (Non-Traditional Elderly Housing) – Funds will be 
used to purchase an ECHO cottage which is  a small separate manufactured residence that is placed in 
the side or rear yard of a family host home for an older family member.  The cottage provides autonomy 
for its resident along w/ easy access to family members who can provide assistance. When no longer 
needed the cottage can be relocated to another property. Costs of which are significantly lower than 
nursing home and allows seniors to remain in their communities as many so desire.   $15,000.00 
           (continued) 
 



Clearfield County Housing Authority (Rental Repair Program) The Housing Authority is seeking assistance 
to create a program that provides an incentive for private investment in the improvement of rental units 
for use of HUD housing vouchers. Many landlords decrease rents to accommodate requirements of the 
HUD funded housing voucher program.  In addition rental units must pass a HUD inspection which can 
require landlords to invest monies to address deficiencies.  This program would offer landlords 50% 
reimbursement of costs for making such improvements up to $1,000.  This ensures that there are quality 
rental units available at HUD required rental rates thereby assuring that County families have safe 
decent and affordable housing.                   $ 7,500.00 
 
Clearfield-Jefferson Drug & Alcohol Commission (Program to Prevent Re-incarceration) There is a 
chronic problem of finding housing for the substance abusing population. In particular those leaving 
incarceration with drug & alcohol addictions end up back in jail due to not getting the drug & alcohol 
treatment they need. A requirement and barrier to them receiving treatment is not having secured 
housing, basic toiletries, & clothing required for them to get into the treatment program.  This program 
would assist ~ 10 individuals overcome those barriers thus securing them a place in the treatment 
program where there is a better chance for them to be successful and avoid future incarceration. Those 
served will also receive basic skills training to become self-sufficient in acquiring and maintaining 
housing and basic needs.        $ 7,500.00 
 
Community Connections (Permanent Housing for Chronic Homeless) - Community Connections runs a 
program entitled Housing First.  This program provides funds to house chronic homeless adults.  
Community Connections proposes to use awarded funding to assist 8 chronically homeless families. 

$ 7,500.00 
Motion to approve the allocation of the funds as presented by Ms. Brennan in the amount of  
$52,500.00 by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Jay Hamilton attended the meeting to discuss Memorandum of Understandings (MOU) for 
Transportation Plans.  Mr. Hamilton explained that in conjunction with the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) students who are in Foster Care should have the opportunity to remain in their home school as 
opposed to the school district that the student may be residing in Foster Care.  Each school must 
develop a MOU and   transportation plan to accommodate the children that are in Foster Care and have 
it approved by both the state and the County.  The County has received Memorandum of 
Understandings and plans from the following school districts:  DuBois, Clearfield, Curwensville, 
Moshannon Valley, Purchase Line, Harmony, Glendale, West Branch, Philipsburg Osceola.  If the child 
that is in Foster Care is Title IVD eligible the County could qualify for reimbursement of costs.   Motion to 
approve the Transportation Plans and Memorandum of Understandings by Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously.    
 
Chair Scotto asked for a motion to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement between the County and 
FCI Loretto.   The agreement allows for inmates from FCI Loretta to be housed in the County Prison in 
the event of a national disaster or law enforcement emergency.   Motion to approve the agreement by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chair Scotto presented two names for consideration for appointment to Clearfield County Recreation 
and Tourism Authority; Susan Reed and Van Johnson.  Motion to approve the appointments by 
Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously.         
 



Chair Scotto spoke that the County is having some difficulty with cash flow and are considering a Tax 
Anticipation Note (TAN) until the tax money is received in April.  Chair Scotto said the County will be 
seeking proposals from local banks to borrow between 2-3 million dollars.  The Commissioners have 
currently received three proposals and will accept additional proposals until January 31, 2017.  Once a 
specific bank proposal has been chosen Solicitor Kesner will prepare a Resolution by the Commissioners 
authorizing the sale of a note to a bank, approval of a proposal from a bank.  Also a certificate from the 
Controller as to what the anticipated collections and expenditures are during the time where the County 
will experience a cash flow deficit and filed with DCED and then closing with the prospective bank. 
Currently the Commissioners have received proposals from CBT Bank, CNB Bank and Northwest Savings 
Bank.     
 
Solicitors Report – None 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried 
unanimously.               
 


