
The regular meeting of the Clearfield County Commissioners was held on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 with 
Chairman Scotto conducting the meeting.  The following were in attendance: Commissioners Sobel and 
McCracken, Kim Kesner, Solicitor; Tom Adamson, Acting Controller;            
Lisa Kovalick,  Community Development Specialist; Kathy Gillespie, Clearfield County Area Agency on 
Aging; Shannon Kelly, Jenn Weaver, Charity Selvage, Jennifer Teats, Katelyn Coder, Tara Haversack, 
Children’s Aid Society; Nancy Myrter and Terri Cunkle, Animal Welfare Council; Melissa Fannin, 
Clearfield County SPCA; Susan Reed, Christy Thomas and Michael Kennis, Clearfield County Conservation 
District; Joan McMillen, former County Commissioner; Julie Stewart and Mary Jo Hughes, Downtown 
DuBois Group; Jessica Shirey, gantdaily.com; Yvonne Lehman, Radio WOKW; Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting of April 11, 2017 were approved by motion of Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Acting Controller Adamson presented the following bills for approval: General Fund, $1,040,724.02; 
Capital Reserve Fund, $7,276.14; Hazardous Materials Fund, $184.01; 911 Fund, $284,413.96; Children 
Youth Services Fund, $421,882.63; Domestic Relations Fund, $1,218.27.  Approval of the bills by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Personnel Changes 
  New Hires – Darien Casher, Department Clerk III/Tax Assessment, effective April 21, 2017 
  Separations/Retirements – Toni Polites, Secretary II/DRO, effective April 20, 2017 
  Christina Altemus, UPI, Data Coordinator/Tax Assessment, effective April 28, 2017. 
Approval of the personnel changes by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment – None 
 
Old Business – None 
 
Shannon R. Kelly asked the Board to Proclaim May as National Foster Care Month in Clearfield County.  
Ms. Kelly explained there is a great need for Foster Families not only in Clearfield County but also across 
the state.  Motion to adopt the Proclamation by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner 
McCracken; motion carried unanimously.  
 
Susan Reed asked the Board to Proclaim the Week of April 23-29 as Conservation District Week.  
Clearfield County Conservation District work very hard in Clearfield County mange and check land and 
water resources and work closely with the local farmers.     Motion to adopt the proclamation by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Terri Cunkle asked the Board Proclaim the Week of April 23-29 as Animal Cruelty Prevention Week.  Ms. 
Cunkle asked that if you recognize animal abuse to please report it.  She also encouraged everyone to 
have your pets spayed and neutered, which also prevents animal cruelty in the future.  Melissa Fannin 
explained that she is the human officer for the SPCA and asked that you contact her at the SPCA if you 
suspect or see animal cruelty.  Motion to adopt the proclamation by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by 
Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
 



Julie Stewart attended the meeting to give an update on the Downtown DuBois Revitalization Group 
happenings. Ms. Stewart explained that the group is actively reorganizing and are in fund raising mode.  
A few of the projects in the downtown area that have been very successful for the group are clean-ups, 
flower planting, successful facade grant program and a Grapes and Hops walk that had over 600 
attendees.  The group is looking to focus on a more friendly business environment for tourism, job 
creation and to encourage new business and a greater retail promotion.  The group will be working 
closely with the City of DuBois as they work on the streetscape project and new streetlights.  They hope 
to install signage to show the public that the walk way connects with the downtown with the City Park 
and all the way to Showers Field, which is another great asset to the DuBois area.  Another program they 
will be working on is neglected properties that are in some form of distress and to make improvements 
to these buildings.  The group will be looking to the County for some guidance with these properties. 
Ms. Stewart thanked the Commissioners for allowing her to give her presentation and is looking forward 
to working with the Commissioners.                       
 
Lisa Kovalick gave a presentation on the effects of House Bill 218, and the effect it will have on                                         
our County and provided the following information: 
    “On April 3, 2017 the PA House of Representatives passed House Bill 218 (HB218) and sent it forward 
to the Senate.  The Bill is about $800 million dollars less than Governor Wolf’s proposal.  HB218 contains 
funding cuts and eliminates funding line items for our criminal justice services.  Should the 
Commonwealth pass the budget as proposed in HB218  Clearfield County would experience dramatic 
funding cuts and what’s worse is the elimination of some funding for services that the County is 
Mandated to carry out.  This would means increases in our local taxes. 
In HB 218 line items to be eliminated include: Juvenile Probation services and Intermediate Punishment 
Treatment Programs, Adult Probation Services, County Trail reimbursements, court interpreter county 
grants, sentencing commission and local government commission Line items to be decreased; County 
Court reimbursements, Juror cost reimbursement, Mental Health Services, Behavior Health Services, 
Human Services Development Fund, and Homeless Assistance. Criminal Justice funding reductions are 
handed down with no relief from mandated services.  Leaving the County forced to make up the 
difference. 
 HB 218 is characterized as “no tax Increase” budget by the House.  However, this loss in funding 
from the Commonwealth will mean local taxes increase to maintain services.  If passed as is, every vote 
for this budget is a vote for property tax increase at the local level. 
 Not to mention should this budget pass, these cuts will take effect in the middle of the County 
2017 County fiscal year, which raises the specter of service interruptions to adjust, and a great 
possibility of ending this County Fiscal year in the Red. 
While these are not the only line items effected in HB218, they are of great concern to our Criminal 
Justice and Human Services Systems hear in Clearfield County.  In offering this budget House Rep. 
Leadership said that reducing overall costs will encourage reform and innovation, while ensuring funds 
are available for core government services.  Except that the budget proposal in HB 218 does none of 
those things.  It doesn’t reduce costs- the needs of our county and its citizens do not go away just 
because the state doesn’t provide funding, county caseloads remain the same.  And cuts in behavioral 
health and intermediate punishment, for instance, take away community supports and alternatives, 
making it more likely that offenders will end up in prison, a significant cost driver for our County.  It is a 
step back from reform and innovation – Clearfield County has the Right Turn Program that helps Mental 
Health consumers and those with substance abuse in the jail.  These consumers are assisted with 
blended case management pre and post incarceration. Yet HB 218 cuts funding for Mental and 
Behavioral Health.  This cut may eliminate the very programs our human services providers find key to 
reform.”        “Continued” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Kovalick explained that the cuts that will directly affect Clearfield County would be in Juvenile 
Probation, $20,031;  Adult Probation, $48,590; Intermediate Punishment programs. $79,876; County 
trial reimbursement, $50,000; County Court Reimbursement, $14,728; Jurors cost reimbursement, 
$31,500; Human Services Development Fund, $12,180; Homeless Assistance, $8,639 for a total of 
$265,544. Most of the services listed above are mandated services or programs that if cut or not funded 
will place the financial burden on the County, which could mean a possible tax increase for the County.  
Ms. Kovalick presented a resolution for the Commissioners to consider adopting to submit to the 
legislation delegation, Governor Wolf and to the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania.  
Commissioner McCracken noted that these funding cuts would directly affect the County, as most of 
these programs are court related and will probably mean an increased population and costs at the 
County Jail.   
 
Kathy Gillespie attended the meeting to hear what was in HB 218 and to discuss the possible unification 
of the State Dept. of Aging and Dept. of Health and Human Services and how it will influence the 
Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging.  Ms. Gillespie is concerned that the local services will be cut and 
will majorly affect our County seniors. Seniors who felt they needed a direct voice to the Governor to 
advocate on their behalf established the PA Dept. of Aging in 1978.  Currently the Dept. of Human 
services has contracted out enrollment services and so far have been inefficient and ineffective in 
Clearfield County 67 people are waiting for enrollment and 47 passed away without receiving  services in 
less than a year.  Clearfield County Area Agency on Aging is funded 78% by PA Lottery funds and 18% 
with Federal Funds through the Older Americans Act.  Ms. Gillespie fears that the funds will be spent on 
other programs, the voice of the seniors will be lost, and services affected.  Commissioner Sobel would 
like to enter into a dialogue with Representative Gabler and Sankey to discuss HB 218 and would not be 
in favor of the proposed resolution at this time and hopes that the budget will not reflect these 
proposed cuts that will greatly impact the County.  Chair Scotto agreed that there is a need to keep an 
open dialogue with our representatives and senators but feels the Commissioners need to take a firmer 
stance or the Counties will just get bulldozed over and we will be stuck with all of the costs.  The funds 
are vital to our budget and reducing crime and keeping jail costs low.  Motion to adopt Resolution 2017-
#5 by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Chair Scotto; Commissioner Sobel – opposed; motion 
carried. 
                    
Chair Scotto presented a letter of interest from John Sughrue asking to be considered for appointment 
to the Clearfield County Recreation and Tourism Authority.  Motion to approve the appointment by 
Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Chair Scotto presented an Agreement between the County and Clearfield County Economic 
Development Corporation t/d/b/a Clearly Ahead Development.  Solicitor Kim Kesner said the previous 
agreement expired at the end of 2016.  Solicitor Kesner was authorized to prepare language for a new 
appropriation agreement for 2017-2018.  The Commissioners and the CCEDC met several times over the 
past few months and feel they have come to a mutual agreement with what the understanding of what 
the priorities should be such as creating new jobs and retaining existing jobs.  Chair Scotto said the 
primary focus should be creating and retaining jobs and this should be top priority.  Commissioner 
McCracken stated these priorities should be made throughout the entire County.  Commissioner Sobel 
said the new agreement is a two-year agreement as opposed to a five-year agreement.  Some of the 
discussions with CCEDC were brutally frank and have express to Clearly Ahead leaders that the 
Commissioners expect future meetings to discuss their progress and strategic plan.  The Board members 
thanked Joe Kelly and Dick Costonquay for their assistance in fostering a resolution of the new 
agreement.    Motion to execute the agreement by Commissioner Sobel, seconded by Commissioner 
McCracken; motion carried unanimously.   
 
Chief Clerk McFadden asked the Board to execute a copier lease with Xerox for use in the VA office.  The 
terms are 36 months at a cost of $40.29/month.  Motion to execute the lease agreement by 
Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried unanimously. 
 
Liquid Fuel allocation were approved for the following: Ramey Borough, $3,000; Wallaceton Borough, 
$3,000; Bell Township, $4,609.98; Jordan Township, $3,764.82; Morris                                                               
Township, $4,510.89; Woodward Township, $4,369.47. Approval by motion of Commissioner Sobel, 
seconded by Commissioner McCracken; motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chair Scotto discussed that the County was notified that PA Waste would most likely be applying for a 
new permit application with DEP.  Chair Scotto said the County has fought hard in the past and feel they 
should continue to fight and oppose the permit.  Commissioner McCracken said the County received a 
letter dated April 10, 2017 from Smith & Gardner Engineers of Raleigh NC  on behalf of PA Waste.  PA 
Waste will file a permit application with DEP in Williamsport proposing to construct and operate new 
municipal waste landfill located in Boggs Twp.  Commissioner McCracken said the original permit 
application was filed in 2005 – 2006 and the County has been opposed and fighting the permit since this 
time.  Commissioner McCracken said the task now is to obtain information that was previously 
submitted in opposition to the landfill permit by citizens and individuals if it is still available.  
Commissioner McCracken made a motion to engage the services of Paul Bruder of Rhodes and Sinon to 
start preparing when the permit is submitted, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Solicitors Report - None 
 
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner McCracken, seconded by Commissioner Sobel; motion carried 
unanimously. 
    
Lisa McFadden, Chief Clerk 
 


